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Description

The giraffe is a cream-
colored mammal with
brown spots all over its
body. The spots are larger
on its body and smaller on
its head. Giraffes are vert-
abrates which means that
they have a backbone.
When full grown, giraffes
can weigh between 1,000
and 2,000 pounds! They
usually live between 20 to
25 years.
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Predators

The only natural preda-
tors of the giraffe are the
lion, hyena, and wild
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Giving Birth
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Fun Facts

Giraffes are mammals
so they give birth to
live young. The mother
giraffe carries the baby
giraffe in her womb for
about 15 months before
giving birth. Baby gi-
raffes are about 6 feet
tall at birth and grow as
much as 4 feet in the
first year of their lives!

A giraffe’s tongue can grow to be
up to 21 inches long! It is called
prehensile (it can grab and hold
onto things). Giraffes often sleep
standing up because it takes them
a long time to stand up. Getting a
drink of water can be dangerous
for a giraffe. They must spread
apart their front legs in order to
lower their heads close enough to
drink the water. This position
leaves them vulnerable to prey.
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